
Ogston monthly report – March 2013 

 

Species recorded – March = 102         Total for 2013 = 116 

 

Temperatures during March remained below average throughout. Apart from the first 

couple of days mist and fog hampered visibility for much of the first week.  The wind 

remained from a cold east or north-east direction for much of the month and there were 

several days with snowfall, the heaviest of the “winter” falling immediately after the spring 

equinox on 22nd.  

Undoubtedly the main highlight of the month was a first-winter drake Lesser Scaup present 

on 16th a long overdue first record for the county.  Unfortunately this turned out to be just a 

one day bird leaving many visitors on the following day disappointed. Other wildfowl 

included a few Whooper Swans, several Shelducks and just one record of Shoveler. On 16th 

the same day as the Lesser Scaup a possible White Stork was reported heading north over 

the West Bank car park.  A couple of Red Kites passed through and a Merlin flew north on 

21st.  The Water Rails were still present throughout the month but were still mostly elusive.  

Water levels remained quite high and most visiting waders only stayed briefly, these 

included a few Ringed Plovers a couple of Dunlin, a few Redshank and the first Little Ringed 

Plovers of the year on (29th).  A Woodcock was heard roding by Carr Wood on 20th and one 

was showing well on the West Bank during the icy conditions on 25th.  A Little Gull (or two) 

was a nice surprise on 9th and two Kittiwakes the same day were the forerunners of a good 

passage for that species with at least 17 birds moving through during the month.  Record 

numbers of Common Gulls also passed through during the month and the Gull roost 

continued to provide some interesting records with two Iceland Gulls (the first for two 

years) as well as the odd Caspian, Yellow-legged and Mediterranean Gulls.  Not surprisingly 

due to the weather most of the expected summer visitors failed to materialise. Other than 

the aforementioned Little Ringed Plovers the only ones that did arrive during the month 

were a few Chiffchaffs (from 17th) and this must be the first time for many years that neither 

Sand Martin nor Swallow have turned up in March.   Quite good numbers of “winter” 

Thrushes were still around and passing through at the end of the month.  A male Stonechat 

was present briefly on 31st with an elusive Rock Pipit on the same date.  Only one Brambling 

was seen this month on 15th, and a single Crossbill record on 29th was the first of the year. 

 

Whooper Swan One flew S on 24th.  A herd of 21 flew NW on 26th. 

 

Greylag Goose Maximum count of 31 on 19th. 

 

Canada Goose Maximum count of 86 on 26th. 

 

Shelduck A drake on 4th, a female on 7th, one on 9th and one on 11th. 

 

Mandarin One or two recorded regularly during the month. 



 

Wigeon Recorded intermittently throughout the month with a maximum of eight on 3rd. 

 

Gadwall Present quite regularly with a maximum count of nine on 11th and 13th. 

 

Shoveler A drake on 4th. 

 

Tufted Duck Maximum count of 80 on 31st. 

 

Lesser Scaup A first winter drake was seen briefly at the southern end of the reservoir with three 

Tufted Ducks before all four flew off heading NE.  Fortunately they turned and landed in the 

Chapel/Wooley Bay area and remained there for the rest of the day.  The bird was still present at 

dusk but unfortunately there was no sign of it the following day. The first record for Ogston and 

Derbyshire. 

 

Aythya hybrid The drake Tufted Duck X Pochard hybrid was present on 2nd, from 9th - 14th, 17th and 

again on 30th. This bird caused some confusion on 17th with visiting birders searching for the 

departed Lesser Scaup.  

 

Goldeneye Present daily with a maximum of ten on 28th and 31st. 

 

Goosander Maximum count of four on 29th. 

   

White Stork A report of one flying N over the West Bank car park.  Perhaps a little early for an 

overshooting bird, especially given the weather conditions this month and more likely to have been 

the escaped bird that visited Ogston last March. 

 

Red Kite One flew S at 15:40 hrs on 12th and an adult arrived from the NE and left to the W between 

11:49 and 11:53 hrs on 15th. 

 

Buzzard A record equalling count of 19 in the air at once on 2nd, on a rare warm and spring like day. 

 

Merlin A fem/imm flew through heading N on 21st. 

 

Peregrine An ad male flew through on 7th, an immature through on 10th. 

 

Water Rail One or two still present all month but elusive at times. 

 

Oystercatcher Two present all month. 

 

Little Ringed Plover Two were present briefly early morning on 29th and one present briefly on 30th. 

 

Ringed Plover One flew NW  on 7th and two were present on 14th. 

 

Dunlin One flew through on 9th and one down by the “Oak Tree” on 13th.  



 

Snipe The maximum count was of 23 flushed by boats on 10th. 

 

Woodcock One was seen flying up from the roadside at dusk on 15th, and one was heard roding by 

Carr Wood on 20th.  One was showing well on the West Bank during snowy conditions on 27th. 

 

Curlew After the first three of the year flew through on 1st recorded almost daily with a maximum of 

nine on 17th. 

 

Redshank One on 10th until flushed by boats, one on 13th and one on 18th.  

 

Kittiwake On 9th an adult was present much of the afternoon, and this was joined by a second adult 

in the evening roost.  An adult was seen briefly at 07:00 hrs in the roost on 14th.  At least four birds 

passed through on 20th.  On 27th seven adults flew through heading E.  On 28th three adults flew SW. 

 

Little Gull On 9th an adult was present from 10:55 until 11:07 hrs then flew off E, then another adult 

or perhaps the same one was present from 11:25 -11:30 hrs before circling high and leaving NE. 

  

Mediterranean Gull An adult was present several days commuting between the reservoir and 

nearby fields between 2nd and 7th.  A different adult was present in the roost on 15th – 17th, 19th, 22nd, 

24th and 28th. 

 

Common Gull On 10th over 80 flew through including 48 in one flock. On 11th, a day with frequent 

snow showers, 402 were counted heading into a biting NE wind between 09:00 and 13:00 hrs.  Later 

that day 454 were counted on the water in a pre-roost gathering at 16:30 hrs, giving a total of at 

least 856 birds, a record count for the site but the actual number of birds passing through during the 

whole day must surely have been well over 1000 birds. The following day numbers passing through 

were smaller though 259 were counted in the pre-roost gathering.  For the rest of the month 

although numbers were smaller they were still somewhat above average for Ogston.  

 

Yellow-legged Gull A 2ndW in the roost on 3rd, Two 1stw present during the morning on 7th. One 

2ndW in the roost on 9th.  At least one 2ndW was in the roost on 10th. On 14th one 2ndW was present 

during the morning.  On 17th four were present in the roost, all 2ndW, including one showing some 

characteristics of an Azorean/Atlantic type.  A 2ndW was present during the day on 18th, two 2ndW 

in the roost on 20th and 24th and one 2ndW in the roost on 28th. 

 

Caspian Gull A 2ndW in the roost on 2nd and a different 2ndW individual in the roost the following 

night. Two 1stW in the roost on 10th and one 2ndW in the roost on 11th. 

 

Iceland Gull A 2ndW was seen leaving the roost at 06:40 hrs on 19th and returned to roost very late 

that evening and also roosted from 18:10 hrs on 20th. On 28th two, a 2ndW and a 3rdW roosted and 

were both seen leaving the roost the following morning. The 3rdW roosted again on 30th. 

 



Barn Owl There were several sightings of birds hunting in the daylight, probably forced to do so by 

the severe conditions.  The dangers of hunting during the daylight hours were illustrated on 29th 

when one was repeatedly attacked by a pair of Buzzards and probably seriously injured if not killed. 

 

Kingfisher One –four seen on several days most often in the Carr Pond/Milltown Inlet areas, though 

none were seen after 20th when the weather worsened. 

 

Raven One-two seen fairly regularly during the month.  

 

Chiffchaff One reported by observers looking for the Lesser Scaup on 17th, then one or two present 

most days from 19th onwards. 

 

Song Thrush An exceptional flock of 31 birds with other Thrushes on 22nd were probably continent 

bound migrants grounded by the severe weather.  

 

Stonechat A male present briefly in front of the Members Hides on 31st. 

 

Tree Sparrow Up to five around feeders behind the dam. 

 

Rock Pipit One present on 31st but mobile and elusive. 

 

Rock/Water Pipit One flew N on 18th (thought most likely to be a Water Pipit). 

 

Brambling One on 15th near the West Bank car park. 

Siskin Reasonable numbers around with quite a few regularly visiting various feeders around the 

site. 

Lesser Redpoll Small numbers around all month, with some visiting feeders in the area. 

Crossbill One flew S over the East Bank of the reservoir on 29th. 

Yellowhammer One visiting the feeders by the hides on 25th was unusual. 

 


